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Minutes of Meeting – September 4, 2019
Wales Board of Health

3 Hollow Road, Wales, MA 01081
Present:  David Foote - chair, Dan Haley–Member
Absent:  Kenny Moore - Member
Minutes recorded by: Michelle Blanchard-Clerk

Open Meeting 
DF opened meeting at 5:00pm
Approve Minutes: 
Approve minutes from August 7, 2019
Open Mail
 Modern Septics – pumping records
Slims – pumping records

Poirier – pumping records

29 Fountain Road – Title 5, pass

Old Business
2 Woodland Hts. – Wells Fargo is now the owner.  Sent them a letter asking them to clean up the trash from the trailer.  Their reply was that there was someone living in the house, and they can’t do anything right now.  Discussion.  Will need to go to the town to get the trailer removed and trash cleaned up.  Will need to place a lein on property.  Talk to BOS.  Tabled
47 Union Road- title 5 conditional pass.  Two or more components have failed.  Property owner said they would get back to BOH with information from title 5 inspector saying the leach field is working properly.  
Question from a Wales resident.  What are the rules governing being buried on your own property?  What if a friend wants to be buried on your property?  BOH will investigate.  

Contacted a funeral home to ask if they knew the rules: 

“Section 34: Use of land for burial; new cemeteries or extensions; approval of board of health; description of land 
Section 34. Except in the case of the erection or use of a tomb on private land for the exclusive use of the family of the owner, no land, other than that already so used or appropriated, shall be used for burial, unless by permission of the town or of the mayor and aldermen of the city in which the same lies; but no such permission shall be given until the location of the lands intended for such use has been approved in writing by the board of health of the town where the lands are situated after notice to all persons interested and a hearing; and the board of health, upon approval of the use of any lands either for new cemeteries or for the extension of existing cemeteries, shall include in the records of the said board a description of such lands sufficient for their identification. For every interment in violation of this section in a town in which the notice prescribed in section thirty-seven has been given, the owner of the land so used shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than one hundred dollars. “
For a cremation burial, there are no regulations.  Someone would have to dig them back up though if the property was sold.  

For a full burial, the property needs to be staked out, marked as a cemetery, it might have to be recorded with the state, it will need to be recorded on the deed.  If it’s privately owned, then the cemetery owner can say who can be buried there, so yes to having a friend buried there.  The owner of the land establishes the rules of the cemetery, such as being a green cemetery.  The BOH can establish rules such as certain acreages, distance from wetlands, etc.  

A family in Monson has a section of their property established as a family cemetery, so talk to the BOH in Monson if needed to see what they did.

33 Barney Road – Trash on property.  There are no blight laws in Wales.  The trash is close to wetlands, will contact Conservation to see if they can do anything.  

21 Woodland Dr. – Complaint about possible breakout on property.  BOH went to property, there was no breakout or odor coming from property.

117 Main St. – Complaint about condition of property and trash.  Building inspector spoke to property owner.  He is evicting the tenants and will let the property go into foreclosure.  Building inspector is looking into condemning the property.  

New Business
Sharps container – discussion.  Republic Services has a sharps program, for a fee.  Palmer Town Hall has a sharp disposal container, call to ask who they use and how much it is.  
Public

Complaints

Sign Payroll

Sign Permits
Collins and Sons Excavating – 2019 Installers License
Close meeting 
DH motioned to close meeting at 6:30pm, DF 2nd.  Vote 2-0
